The pituitary gland has come to be regarded as the master key of the endocrine system in so far as it influences the activity of the remaining glands, but a reciprocal influence in the opposite direction is equally important. 
thymus in the absence of a basophilia or a basophil adenoma of the pituitary. A common factor to all conditions is hyalinisation of the basophil cells (Crooke) . Since adrenalectomy produces diminution of the basophil cells it is probable that hyperplasia or neoplasm of the adrenal cortex tends to produce basophilia. Thymus tumours are associated with hyperplasia of the adrenal cortex. Radiation of the pituitary gland is of value in Cushing's syndrome.
The increase in the basophil cells of the pituitary also occurs after castration, and at the menapause, and sometimes with hypertension, malignant nephritis, and eclampsia. The latter condition is held by some to be due to an overactivity of the vaso-pressor and anti-diuretic factors and is associated with a relative deficiency of cestrin and excess of prolan. The 
